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I nstructor: Juanita Wod-Arbus (Qctober 29 - Novenber 23, 1984)
(Afices EA72)

| NFANT/ TACOLER CARE & EDUCATI ON PROGRAM

Cour se Descripti on: a look at pertinent research findings froma
hi storical perspective. As well, current theoretical and
research literature will be exam ned. The student wll be

expected to review nuch of the literature independently and
design a major research project to be carried out throughout

the Second Senester. This project will be subject to approva
by the instructor.
Course Goal s:

To devel op an understandi ng of:

Scientific methods of child study and research

Child study research concepts, designs and net hods.

The Practical application of scientific research nethodology to
the study of child devel opnent, and behavi our.

How to interpret, use and apply research findings in order to
enhance their understanding of child devel opnment and their
overal| effectiveness as educators.

5. Research proposal devel opnent, inplenentation and the witing
of a major research project report.
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Course (hjectives: To be able to discuss and denonstrate, through

oral and witten responses, an understandi ng
of :

1. The interpretation and application of scientific child study
research.

2. The devel opnent and inplenmentati on of research proposals.

3. How to plan and conduct a research project, record and inter-
pret observations and wite a research project report.

4. Child study research concepts, design and nethodol ogy.

5. How the results of scientific child study research can be used
to enhance their understanding of child devel opnent and
behavi our .

Met hodol ogy: | ectures, student sem nar presentations/di scussions,
i ndi vi dual student/instructor consultation and

gui dance; research planning, inplenentation, and
the witing of a research project report.

...cont'd
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Text s:

Ross Vast a: An Introduction to Research Mt hods
Studyi ng Chil dren _
WH. Freeman and Conpany, San Franci sco; 1979.

Resource Text:

Cerald R Levin: A Self-directing GQuide to the Study of
Child Psychol ogy.
Br ooks/ Col e Publishing Conpany; Toronto,
Wadswort h Publishing Co., 1973.

Addi tional readings and/or student view ngs of audio-visual materials
may be assigned during the course. As well, guest speakers wll be
utilized as resource persons to the field of child psychol ogy.

This course consists of tw blocks, wth each block four weeks
long. There are 16 schedul ed classroom hours and at |east 16 hours of
student independent study and research during which time the instruct-
or will be available for guidance and consultation.

The topic areas and assigned readings for the 4 weekly sessions
(at least 6 hours per week) are divided as follows:

Wek #1 (Cct. 29 to Nov. 2) - Review course outline, requirenents and

eval uati on system
- review child study research concepts, designs and mnet hodol ogy
- overview of (a) naturalistic field study,

(b) devel opnental testing study and,

(c) experinental -mani pul ati ve research approaches
- research format, nethodology and guidelines (a) problem

(b) nmethod, (c) results, (d) discussion
Assi gned Readi ngs: Text Levin, pages 39 to 57
Text Vasta, Chapters 1 and 2

Wek #2 (Nov. 5 to Nov. 9) - Research Methods Continued and Observa-
tion Projects.
- types of research and basic research designs: (a) |ongitudinal
(b) experinental (c) Tine-series
- guest speaker
- organizing and retaining information and know edge

- using know edge and information

Assi gned Readi ngs: Text Levin, pages 14 to 34
Text Vasta, Chapters 4, 5 and 6

Week #3 (Nov. 12 to Nov. 16) - Cbservation Projects and Exercises
- guidelines for research proposal
- library research (guest speaker - one hour) and exercises
- techniques with Infants
- oObservational nmnethods
...cont'd
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Assi gned Readings: Text Vasta, Chapter 9

Week #4 (Nov. 19 to Nov. 23) - Student class sem nar presentations/
di scussions of their proposed research reports.
- student research proposals

- review guidelines for research study, second senester

Eval uati on: Students will be responsible for regular attendance and
class participation in all areas of the course, and for
all readings. Also they will devel op, inplenent and
conplete a witten research project study (in two parts:

proposal in first block and conpletion in second senes-
ter, second bl ock)

The Child Study research project report roust be typewitten and is due
no later than two weeks before the date that final grades nust be

submtted by the instructor. Exact date will be discussed in class.
The final course grade will be determned as foll ows:
FI RST BLOCK
C ass attendance & participation: 10%
Goservation projects & exercises: 30%
Li brary projects and exerci ses: 30%
Student research proposal: 30%
SECOND BLOCK
Lab exerci ses: 10%
Research proposal sem nar presentation: 15%
Child Study research project report: 75%

A grade of A B, C or RwIll be awarded at the end of each bl ock.
A = 80 to 100

B = 70 to 79

C = 60 to 69

R = bel ow 60% repeat
JWA: sdd
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